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1, non his return from Bogota on 21 February 1949, Calo Plaza Lasso, President 
of “cuador, told a friend that he had discussed the mitter of a senret 
military siliance with the President of Colombia. Plaza allegedly quoted 
President Ospina Perez of Colombia as saying, "The dif*ieultios between 
Colombia and Peru can only be settled by force » an) as Peru is @ common esnomy 
of teuador anid Colombia, tho two countries should join together on the issue". 
Plaza reportedly did ot commit his country to any alliance, but agreed 
verbally with Osnina Perez's idea of a coalition. Tho Colombian President 
allegedly atated that he expecte’? trouble from Peru, if not immediately, then 
as soon as a war ha? etarted between the United States and Russia. 


2. Shortly after the above-nentioned conversation, the same friend of Plaza made 
the following statement which was renorted because of the possibility that 1% 
ray reflect Plaza's own views: 


In the ovent Solonbla ond Ecuador became involved in a war with Peru, 
they would look to their sister Gran-Colomblan country, Venezuela, to aid 
then in cretits, arms, and supplies. It is also possible thit Bolivia 
contd be driwn into the affair on the side of the Bolivarian countries. 


3. Fricr to Presijent Plaza'sa visit to Colombia, much discussion was given to a 
secret military allianco between Eeunor and Solombia. Several menbers of 
the General Staff of the Zcuatoran armed forces net privately with the tinister 
of "ational Defcnse in early February 1949 for the purnose of encouraging the 
Minister to provail upon the President to disouss such an alliance wi th Ospina 
Perez. These officers, 18 well as high ranting officers in the Guayaquil area, 
believe thit Pern would provo'e attac’ss on both Colombia and Ecuador® in order 
to dirset attention from her domestic situation and to gain territory,** and 
that Eeaador's defense lay in hor joining forees with Solonbia. ‘ 


4. The Conservative Party of Meuador also approved of trraty tals between the 
two presidents. On 9 Februarv 1949 Rafael Florencio irizaga, a Conservitive 
Party leader and a member of the Junta Sonsultiva, stat-d that the Party had 
taken 2 favorable stand toward the authorization of Plaza to jiseuss a 
military alliances with Solombia, but that un‘er no circumstances would he be 
allowed to coneluie or sign any alliance for the ‘quadoran povernnent without 
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first complying with the constitutional requirements. 


5, Plaza Lasso reportedly was not particularly enthusiastic about making « trip 
to Colombia because of the delicate volitical situation between Colombia and 
Feru. However, according to Clemente Yerovi Indaburo, Scuadoran Minister of 
Keonomy, the Colombians insisted upon Plaza keepins hisnromise to visit their 

country because of their anxiloty over forming a military alliance. 


25X1A6a 
BE coment. The subject of Poruvian attitude toward Ecuador has been an 
absession for years in Ecuador and has been sharply accentuated since the rise 


te. power of the present military leaders in Peru. 
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